Office Hours: TR 3:30-5:30 pm, and by appointment
A NOTE ON TEXTS
This class offers a perspective on the study of history that will likely differ from the history classes you have taken until now. Rather than use a textbook, the class is organized around minimal historical narrative, key themes, and primary sources, or documents written by historical actors in their respective times periods.
The lectures, as a result, will offer some but not exclusively historical narrative. Instead they will focus on those events that you need to know in order to situate the primary sources, which will include political texts and treatises, memoirs, poetry, novels, music, fine arts, and film, in their specific time period. Lectures will then identify those "conditions of possibility" in a given time period that produced those primary sources.
Time will be allotted during class to analyze these primary sources in their historical context. It is imperative that you come to class prepared to discuss the sources on the days designated in the syllabus.
By the end of the semester, you will learn to situate a primary source in its historical context (where it comes from), what questions to ask of the documents (analysis), how to construct an argument that draws on a variety of sources (thesis), and to make broad thematic connections using this material (critical thinking).
LOGISTICS OF SOURCES
Rather than assign you an expensive textbook, you are being asked to purchase three slim monographs (all of which you can purchase used). In addition, the majority of the readings assigned for the class are available through Online Readings or EReserves on Blackboard. It is your responsibility to access these sources, print them, and bring them to the classes during the weeks in which they are discussed. If you have questions about accessing material on Blackboard, please see 6Tech online https://6-tech.uncg.edu/ra/login_raremedy.jsp?lang=en or call 336-256-TECH (8324).
In lieu of the cost of a textbook, students are encouraged to purchase a binder in which they keep these sources and bring the binder to class for accessibility, organization, and exam review.
There will be one film that students are required to view in the class: , which will be screened over the course of two classes. You are required to hand in a worksheet on the film on Friday, April 13 th to receive full participation credit for the week. The final group presentations will also address the film, among other themes. If you miss class you are responsible for viewing the films on reserve at the Teaching and Learning Center in 134 McIver and at http://www.uncg.edu/tlc/media/. Quizzes (September 3 rd , October 10, October 24): A brief map and id quiz will be given in the third week. I will distribute a map ahead of time for you to memorize countries, important cities, rivers, and other geographical features. Subsequent quizzes will focus on the reading with ids and short questions. In most cases, questions will be taken from reading guiding questions given ahead of time. I reserve the right to add additional "pop" quizzes should students continuously show up to class unprepared. There are no makeup quizzes. If you miss the quiz you receive a "0" for that quiz.
SYLLABUS
Newspaper assignment (due Tuesday, November 26): Choose an article from a national paper (New York Times, Wall Street Journal, Washington Post, La Times) that connects to a theme we have looked at in the class thus far. The article must be from the period of this class, i.e. not earlier than January 2011. In two pages please address the following questions: What is the subject and main argument in the article? How does the article illustrate the consequences or legacy of a central issue in the class? The goal of this assignment is to understand the origins of our current political, economic, and cultural environment and to reflect on how history can be useful for engaging as citizens of America and the world.
First Paper Assignment, Thinking like an Historian: (due Friday, September 20):
Choose a historical character -such as a conservative politician, a liberal reformer, a worker, or a factory owner -from the early 19 th century. In the voice of your character, write a 4 to 5 page double-spaced response to the claims made by Marx and Engels in The Communist Manifesto. Do you agree or disagree with their arguments? What might you find provocative or dangerous about their assertions? Remember to be true to the ideas and "mentalities" of the time period; be careful not to impose your 21 st century sensibilities on your character. It is essential to demonstrate both an appreciation of your character's interests and goals, as well as an understanding of the arguments and claims of Marx and Engels. Your paper will be graded on creativity, persuasiveness, and ability to "think" in the historical period.
Second Paper Assignment (Mid-term), Writing a Thesis Statement: (due Friday, October 4):
Write a 4-5 page double-spaced paper that assesses the argument in Adam Hochschild's King Leopold's Ghost. What is the role that Africa plays for European identity, economics, and politics as argued by Hochschild? What kind of evidence does he bring to bear on his story? For this paper you will be required to come up with your own thesis statement. Your paper will be graded first and foremost for its ability to present a cogent and coherent argument. Third Paper Assignment, History's challenges: (due Friday, November 15): Primo Levi's memoir Survival in Auschwitz tells a harrowing story of his arrest by the Italian fascists and deportation and time in Auschwitz. In doing so, he also poses many challenges to the study of history: What is the individual's role in the scope of historical events? Does history leave us equipped to answer questions about human nature? And how does memory support or resist historical evidence? Picking one of these themes-the individual, human nature, and memory-devise a 4-5 page double-spaced paper with a valid thesis claim. For this paper you will be graded not only on the thesis, but also, on your ability to support it with appropriate evidence and present in a persuasive manner.
Final Exam (TBD):
There will be a final exam for this class with definitions of key terms and events mentioned in lectures, identification of passages from texts, images (film and painting) discussed and viewed in class, and one short essay on themes traced throughout. Each of these sections will be weighed equally.
RULES AND PROCEDURES

Late Work
No late work is accepted. All students are required to complete all assignments for the course on the due date specified.
Attendance
Attendance at class is mandatory. You may miss up to three classes throughout the semester without penalty. After you miss three classes, you lose a point for every class missed from your participation grade (see below). I reserve the right to withdraw you from the course if you miss six or more classes.
In accordance with new statewide regulations, students are permitted a minimum of two excused absences due to religious observance. If you plan to be absent due to religious observance, please notify me in advance by email.
Punctuality
It is imperative that you come to class on time. The lecture starts at the beginning of the hour and ends ten minutes before the hour on the dot. If you arrive late, you miss vital information about assignments given at the beginning of class. Similarly, it is also appreciated if you do not pack up your things until after the lecture is complete. In an effort to encourage punctuality, three late arrivals will constitute one absence, and therefore, the removal of one participation point, as described above.
Cell phones & Laptops
There are no laptops permitted in this classroom. Students are encouraged to take notes on paper and transfer your notes to laptops during your exam preparation.
Your cell phone must be turned off before class begins and remain out of view. If your phone is viewable or goes off in the classroom, you will receive a failing grade for participation/attendance on that day and you will be asked to leave.
Students who abuse technology in the classroom risk earning a failing grade for participation/attendance and being removed from the course.
Name Cards
You will receive a name card on the first day of class. It is your responsibility to keep the name card and bring it to class. You must keep the name card in front of you at all times and should expect to be "cold called" for discussion.
Academic Integrity
All students are expected to abide by the UNCG Honor Code. Please visit the following link: Academic Integrity Policy: http://academicintegrity.uncg.edu/complete/. Depending on the severity of the offense, students risk receiving a final grade of F for the course or being expelled from the university.
Adverse Weather Conditions
If you think that the university might be closed due to weather, either call the UNCG Adverse Weather Line at (336) 334-4400 or check the university's website (www.uncg.edu). If the university is open, I will hold class.
PARTICIPATION AND GRADING
Attendance and participation is an essential part of this class. Class time will be divided between the instructor's lectures, which will provide crucial historical context and thematic overview, discussions of the texts (reading, viewing, listening) assigned for that week, and workshops of specific historical skills, including thesis writing and paper preparation.
Students will receive guiding questions for the readings and are expected to come to class prepared to answer and discuss the guiding questions. The class goals are to engage one another in friendly debate, to express opinions, and to learn from one another.
Participation will be noted on a daily basis in accordance with these expectations.
OFFICE HOURS
Office hours will be held on Thursdays from 3:30-5:30pm. They are an open time when you are welcome to come visit the instructor with questions about the readings and class discussion. You are encouraged to see the instructor, in particular, if you are having difficulty with the readings or speaking in class, or in anticipation of an upcoming paper. If you cannot make the regularly scheduled office hours, please feel free to make another appointment.
Grading will be weighed according to the following formula:
Attendance (including punctuality) 5% Have a great semester!
